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March 30, 2021 
 

Dear Smith Village Family, 
 

We are very pleased to inform you that—at this time—Smith Village is free 

of COVID-19. And we share residents’ joy in anticipating Smith Village’s 

festivities for Easter planned this weekend.  
 

We are alerting you, however, to the possibility of the Illinois Department of 

Public Health may rescind some recently approved, more lenient plans for 

visitations and other gatherings. We will notify you if and when these new, 

more restrictive guidelines issued by IDPH require us to make changes.   
 

Why this change of course?  
 

Nationwide, across Illinois and in Chicago, there is a very worrisome spike  

in the number of new cases of COVID-19 and related hospitalizations. For 

instance, Illinois’ positivity rate has almost doubled to 3.9 percent this 

week, up from 2.1 percent nine days ago, pattern similar to the surge last 

September. The CDC has issued a statement about  experts’ serious 

concern about the possibility of a “fourth surge” of COVID-19.  
 

Although so many residents, employees and family members are fully 

vaccinated, it is too early in our process to relax any basic precautions that 

have helped mitigate the spread of the virus during the last 12 months as 

well as protected residents, employees and visitors during the incremental 

process of reopening our community.  
 

There are no exceptions to following the Guidelines for Visitors posted on 

our website. IDPH has instructed us to refuse entrance to our community 

or to escort from our premises any individual who does not comply with all 

precautions, including wearing a mask.  
 

Continue to comply with all the basic precautions, including wearing a 

mask at all times and observing social distancing, while you are in common 

areas and gatherings at Smith Village. We value your cooperation with 

what may feel like our ever-changing plan that ensures the safety and well-

being of everyone who lives and works here.  
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Plans for indoor visits, Easter Sunday 

Currently, independent living and assisted living residents can visit with 

guests in their apartments between 10am and 7pm. Families of rehab and 

skilled nursing care residents can visit in designated common areas by 

contacting Mary Beth O’Brien, MOBrien@smithseniorliving.org.  
 

For Easter Sunday, all independent and assisted living residents may invite 

two guests from the same household to join them for dinner in their Dining 

Room, Community Hall and Marketplace Café. A spring dinner menu 

features a plated meal of bone-in baked ham and lamb chops with delicious 

accompaniments.  
 

More places, programs to brighten each day   

Residents’ calendars for April feature more in-person groups for 10 or fewer 

people. Smith Village’s bus is making more trips to nearby shopping 

destinations. Marquette Bank has returned to our campus on Tuesdays.  
 

Residents are asked to schedule appointments for activities and amenities 

as indicated on their calendars.           
 

While we’re doing more in small groups, we remind residents to tune into 

popular programs and activities we continue to air on Channels 95 and 36. 

 

Updates for testing, vaccinations   

All tests were negative for COVID-19 for those administered to employees 

and residents during the weeks of March 15 and March 22.  
 

On Wednesday, we will conduct our regularly scheduled weekly tests for 

staff members. All assisted living, memory care, rehab and skilled nursing 

care residents now are tested biweekly, and Tuesday, April 6, will be their  

next date for testing.   
 

A nurse practitioner, who visits Smith Village every Wednesday to see 

residents about a variety of healthcare matters, also offers both doses of a 

vaccine. We are pleased to see new and current residents and employees 

sign-up.  
 

Please take advantage of this service and encourage others to do so. To 

schedule a vaccination, contact Tammy Stockover at extension 7304 or 

TStockover@SmithSeniorLiving.org. 
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News important to you     

All skilled nursing care residents only should leave our campus for 

medically necessary appointments.  
 

This week, rehab and skilled nursing care residents are moving into all-new 

suites and rooms in our Johanson Wing. IDPH just approved for occupancy 

these completely renovated rooms. We look forward to a time soon when 

families can visit residents there. With this move we also can renovate the 

remaining residents’ rooms on all three floors.  
 

This is a reminder that I am now sharing updates with a letter every other 

week. Of course, if and when there is any time-sensitive news, we will share 

it with you using our established channels of communication.   
 

Send your questions to COVID19SmithVillage@SmithSeniorLiving.org so a 

staff member can respond quickly and directly to you. And as we reopen 

our community, we also welcome your suggestions.  
 

Let us continue to work together to ensure our community is a safe and 

enjoyable place to live and work. We’re counting on your wisdom and 

patience during these ever-changing times.  
 

Happy Easter!  
 

  

Marti Jatis 

Executive Director    
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